Archana is a special, personal, abbreviated puja done by temple priests in which the name, birthstar and family lineage of a devotee are recited to invoke individual guidance and blessings. It means adoration or worship. It is a prayer for a specific God or Goddess chosen by the devotee. 

First the priest will do the sankalpa using the name, birthstar and family lineage of a devotee and his family members. During this sankalpa, the devotee touches the plate that contains flowers, fruits, pooja materials, and coconuts.  It is uttering the names of the person or persons for whom the prayer is done, before the commencement of the prayer. 
Archana also refers to chanting the names of the Deity, which is a central part of every puja. Usually the 108 names of the chosen deity will be chanted by the priest. 


Archanas can be done by any person for family members or friends and relatives. 
The prayers can be conducted for the sake of health, wealth and peace. The significance of the archana is mentioned below: 


SIGNIFICANCE OF SPECIAL ARCHANA AND PRAYERS;


ARCHANA                                                                SIGNIFICANCE

GANESHA                                                 To remove all obstacles in your endeavours

SKANDA                                                    To remove enmity

LAKSHMI                                                  To receive money and prosperity

SARASWATHY                                          To be successful in education

LALITHA                                                    To full fill all your prayers.

SWAYAMVARA JAPA                               To get a suitable life partner

MIRUTHYUNJAYA JAPA                          To get recovered from serious illness

SUDARSANA JAPA                                   To get relived from legal issues

AYUSHYA JAPA                                        For longevity of life - can be performed during birth days.

GAYATHRI JAPA                                       For spiritual enlightenment.
