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History of Lord Muruga’s birth
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    God, Who does not have a beginning or an end, takes an incarnation (avatar) to destroy the evildoers and to save His devotees. The following is about the avatar of Lord Muruga.
    Goddess Parvati did penance and married Lord Shiva. Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati’s marriage is said to be knowledge and grace joined together to give Bliss, i.e., Lord Muruga. All the deities went to Lord Shiva and pleaded Him to do something as they could not tolerate the demon Soorapadman’s cruelty. Lord Shiva took a form along with six faces (i.e., Sathyojatham, Vamadevam, Thathpurusham, Eesanam, Aghoram and Atho).

    From the third eye of each face, a fire spark came out. Lord Shiva asked Vayudevan (God of wind) and Agnidevan (God of fire) to take the six fire sparks to the Ganges River. Later Ganga (the Name of the Ganges River deity) took them to Sarvana pond. The six fire sparks became six beautiful babies on six red lotus flowers. When Goddess Parvati hugged them together, they joined to become one form with six faces, twelve hands and was named Skandan (another name for Lord Muruga). Six ladies called Karthigai maids took care of Him. Hence, He was also called Karthigeyan. His other names include Kumaran, Mayilvaganan, Kaangeyan, Velayuthan, Gugan, Swaminathan, Subramanian, Saravanabavan, Vishagan, Devasenapathy, Vallimanallan, Soorasankaran, etc. 

    He performed several divine acts (leelas) when He was young. When Soorapadman’s cruelty went to an extreme, Lord Shiva thought it was time for his destruction. He gave the eleven Rudras eleven weapons, and Parvathi gave the Vel weapon to Lord Muruga for the war. The Vel, or sacred spear, is the most powerful weapon in Lord Muruga's armory.

    Lord Muruga stayed in Thiruchendur with His army. He fought for ten days and destroyed Soorapadman and his brothers. Soorapadman had such a big ego that he did not want to surrender to the Lord. He took the form of a big mango tree. Lord Muruga’s spear split the tree and one part became a peacock and the other became a cock. Lord Muruga took the peacock as His vehicle and the cock as His flag. Soorpadman was so cruel and had such a big ego, yet he still reached such a good state -- to always be beside the Lord. Imagine what kind of state Lord Muruga's devotees would get!

SUBRAMANIA 
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Subrahmanya is one among the numerous names of Lord Muruga or Lord Karthikeya or Kartik. An important god in Hindu pantheon, he is the son of Lord Shiva and Parvati and is the army general of the Devas (gods). What does the term ‘Subrahmanya’ mean? 

In Sanskrit, ‘su’ means anything good natured or beautiful or good. ‘Brahmanya’ means a person who has had realized Brahman.Thus ‘Subrahmanya’ symbolically represents a good natured person who has had Brahman realization.

Lord Subrahmanya is a deity who is worshipped and adored with intense devotion and faith not only throughout South India and Sri Lanka but also in places such as Mauritius and Malaysia where there is a high population of Tamil people. The Lord has many powerful names, which convey great meaning and deep esoteric knowledge. Swamiji is especially fond of giving Subrahmanya 's names to the young boys who join Premananda Youth. He said, "I am blessing them with these glorious names of the perfect deity, Lord Subrahmanya . I hope that the youngsters will live up to these names. Subrahmanya is the embodiment of brilliant light, courage, fearlessness and pure shakti. According to the Hindu legends, He was born because the Gods had been defeated by powerful demons and they pleaded with Lord Shiva to rescue them. He created Lord Subrahmanya from His third eye. Even from this we can understand that Subrahmanya is the embodiment of the purest and highest knowledge and power."
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Muruga and Tamil
Of the various forms of the Supreme Godhead, that of Sri Muruga, the Lord Subrahmanya of the puranas (epics), is the most popular in Tamil Nadu. Like the Ayyappa legend of Kerala or the Srinivasa legend of Tirupati, Tamil Nadu has its own legend: Muruga.; The Lord Subrahmanya, son of Shiva, who was born to kill Taraka Asura is worshipped as Muruga (the boy form of Subrahmanya), in all splendour and great romance found perhaps nowhere else. Hundreds or perhaps thousands, of temples all over the world offer worship to the Great God Muruga, but nowhere else he is worshipped with more fervor than in Tamil Nadu, whose natives consider Him as one among them.; The love and respect that they bestow on Him is so great that they even gave a daughter of theirs, Valli in marriage to Him! To them He is almost human.; His divine attributes do not frighten them. Muruga is called Tamil Kadavul, Tamil God. It is said that the word Murugan is synonymous with Tamil. Being a non-Tamil speaking person with only a limited knowledge of the language, I do not venture to elaborate on this.; I should mention that the knowledge of Tamil itself was imparted to the sage Agasthyar by none other than Muruga!

The six battle camps
Though most of Tamil Nadu's temples are devoted to Muruga, of special significance are the famous Aru Padai Veedu temples; These are said to be the temples erected at the six sites where Muruga had battle camps during His celestial fights with demons and evil powers. Though not traditionally counted among them, Marudhamalai temple is also considered equivalent.

The legends attached to these six temples are partly from Puranas, partly local legends; The saint Nakkeerar who lived more than 2000 years ago composed the celebrated Murugaa Truppadai. It seems that some Muruga legends find their authenticity in the verses of Truppadai. Another notable classic is the Tiruppugazh sung by the sage Arunagirinathar who lived in the 14th century.

Kaumaaram: Sri Sankara's Sampradayas
Though Muruga worship was popular in Tamil Nadu (Kerala was also a part of the Tamil kingdoms then), since thousands of years ago, it was Sri Sankara who introduced authentic code of worship (sampradayas) for Muruga.. Out of the 6 sampradayas the great saint propagated, one is Kaumaaram, (of Kumara, Subrahmanya). 

Muruga is worshipped in Kerala as Subrahmanya and in some parts of Northern India as Karthikeya. The famous Muruga temples in Kerala are: Payyannur (Northern Kerala), Harippad (Alappuzha Dist.), Udayanapuram, Kidangoor, Kodumbu (Palakkad Dist.), Ulloor (near Thiruvananthapuram), Thampanoor (Thiruvananthapuram), Perunnai (near Changanassery, Kottayam Dist.) and Cheriyanadu near Chengannoor (Alappuzha Dist.)

ABISEHAM REASON 
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According to one belief the murti or icon is an amalgam of nine different kinds of medicinal minerals – pashanas - blended together in specific proportions and thus it derives its amazing strength to withstand countless number of abishekams. When different abisekham materials flow down the murti, devotees are able to envision different images of their God. A part of each abisekham material that touched the murti is saved, mixed in a bowl and is offered as a prasadham to devotees at the end. That prasadam is considered to be sacred as it is assumed to have absorbed the energy and vibrations from the murti. In the southern part of India, devotees are not allowed to enter the sanctum sanctorum and therefore the prasadham is their one of their means of contact with their God.   Devotees eat a small portion of prasadham offered by the priest at the end of the pooja. 
Devotee prefers offering panchamirtha abhishek to the Lord, presuming that his abhishek materials are absorbing the medicinal properties of the image and hence possessing curative properties. Miraculous cure of many ailments is attributed to it thus. Moreover, he/she believes that the sandal paste used to decorating the image at night and removed in the morning is endowed with mysterious curing powers, if applied to the body. 

The abhishekam water is said to cure diseases. Anything - liquid or solid - when it comes into contact with that sacred murti gets charged with the divine power and turns out a panacea. 
ABISEHAM BENIFITS 
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Abhisheka is a part of the worship of Lord . Without it, the worship is incomplete. It is the ceremonial bathing of the lord Muruga.

A pot made of copper or brass, with a tiny hole in the centre, is kept hanging over the image or Lingam of lord Muruga. The water drips (falls) on the image throughout the day and night in some temples, but in most other temples abisekham material is poured into this pot. Pouring water, milk, ghee (clarified butter), curd, honey or coconut water over the lord Muruga is also Abhisheka. Whilst this is done, the Rudram is chanted loudly with devotion and love and lord Muruga is invoked by performing this Abhisheka. After each abisekham material is used, deepa arti is done for the murti, devotees pray to him and then the next abisekham material is used. 

The water of the Abhisheka is considered very sacred. It is known to grant great benefits on the devotees who take it as the Lord’s prasad. It purifies the heart and destroys countless sins. You should take it with intense faith and devotion.

When you perform Abhisheka with devotion, your mind is concentrated. Your heart is filled with divine thoughts and with the image of the Lord. You forget your body and your surroundings. Egoism vanishes. When the body is forgotten, you begin to enjoy and taste the eternal bliss of lord Muruga. The recitation of Mantras during the Abhisheka purifies the mind.

The sacred prasad of the Lord and the holy water of the Abhisheka purify the heart if taken with faith and devotion. They can bring peace and prosperity.

Incurable diseases are cured by performing Abhisheka. It bestows health, wealth, prosperity, peace of mind and purity of heart. It expands the heart. It calls for self-sacrifice and self-surrender. There must be a natural feeling in the heart. "I am Thine, my Lord. All is Thine, my Lord."

	1
	Gengely Oil
	- Good Health

	2
	Rice Flour
	- Relief from Debts

	3
	Abishega Koottu
	- Cure from Aliments

	4
	Saffron Powder
	- Attractive look

	5
	Holy water 
	- Prosperity

	6
	Panchakaviyam
	- Purity

	7
	Panchamirtham
	- Success

	8
	Ghee
	- Salvation

	9
	Milk
	- Long life

	10
	Milk Curd
	- Blessed with children

	11
	Honey
	- Health, Intelligence & Music

	12
	Sugarcane Juice
	- Free from illness

	13
	brown sugar
	- Success over enemies

	14
	Banana Fruits
	- Good Crops

	15
	Mango Fruits
	- Blessed with children

	16
	Pomegranate Fruits
	- Calm down from anger

	17
	Oranges
	- Be Impartial

	18
	Lime Fruits
	- No fear of Death

	19
	Cooked Rice
	- Gift of a Kingdom

	20
	Young coconut water
	- Pleasures

	21
	Vibuthi rana shynal
	- Intelligence

	22
	Sandal Paste
	- Wealth

	23
	Kumkum
	- Prosperity

	24
	Scented Water
	- Free from fear

	25
	Sweet Rice
	- Free from Famine

	26
	Cooked with Ghee
	- Cure from ailments


The presiding priest will decide which 5, 7, or 11 materials to use in abisekham depending on the availability and the local customs of the temple. 

